City of Athens
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Date: March 12, 2026
Time: 6:00 PM
Location: Athens City Hall

I. Call to Order
The meeting was to called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor Chris Reichert.
II. Roll Call
Present: 
· Mayor Chris Reichert
· Alderman Amy Chernowsky
· Alderman Kevin Puma 
· Alderman Rachel Lantz
· Alderman Rhona Ethell
· Alderman Kyra Leinberger

Also Present: 
· City Manager Derrick Fritz
· Chief of Police Ben Harmening
· City Attorney John Hoblit
III. Introduction of Visitors
·  Representatives from Music & Merchants on Main were present asking questions regarding the event that will be happening in September.
IV. Department Reports
·  Chief Harmening gave the police report for February 2026.
· City Manager gave the public works report for February 2026.
· Treasurer Fritz gave the treasurer report for February 2026.
· Monica Brumm gave the office manager report for February 2026.
· No library report was given.
V. Committee Reports
· Public Works – Nothing to report.
· Internal Affairs – Nothing to report.
· Commerce & Community Affairs – Alderman Chernowsky advised that Music & Merchants on Main Event would be happening 09/12/26, and the Long 9 Museum will be hosting a hog roast on August 1.
· Public Safety – Nothing to report.
· Library – Nothing to report.
· Cemetery – Alderman Lantz advised that the GIS Mapping for the cemetery on 3/31/26.
· Liquor – Nothing to report.
VI. New Business
· Discussion was had on ordinance to change ward boundaries.
· Discussion was had on scheduling a budget review for 04/02/26.
· Attorney advised of changes to new solar regulations in regard to commercial solar farms.
VII. Old Business
·  Discussion was had on paying for the GIS Mapping for cemetery out of the video gaming fund.


IX. Public Comments
· Jackie Lindsay spoke during public comment.
· Dawn Ratliff spoke during public comment.
X. Executive Session – 5 ILCS 120/2 (c)1
·  The committee went into executive session at 6:46 pm 
· Executive Session was adjourned at 6:54 pm
XI. Adjournment
·  Meeting was adjourned at 6:55 pm





