City of Athens
Committee of the Whole Meeting
Date: April 9, 2026
Time: 6:00 PM
Location: Athens City Hall

I. Call to Order
The meeting was to called to order at 6:00 PM by Mayor Chris Reichert.
II. Roll Call
Present: 
· Mayor Chris Reichert
· Alderman Amy Chernowsky
· Alderman Kevin Puma 
· Alderman Rachel Lantz
· Alderman Rhona Ethell
· Alderman Kyra Leinberger

Also Present: 
· City Manager Derrick Fritz
· Chief of Police Ben Harmening
· City Attorney Anthony Schuering
· Acting City Clerk Monica Brumm
III. Introduction of Visitors
·  Mayor Reichert swore in new City Attorney, Anthony Schuering

IV. Department Reports
·  Chief Harmening gave the police report for March 2026.
· City Manager gave the public works report for March 2026.
· Treasurer Fritz advised Treasurer report will be given at the Monday meeting.
· Monica Brumm gave the office manager report for March 2026.
· Ginger Newingham gave the library report for March 2026.
V. Committee Reports
· Public Works – Nothing to report.
· Internal Affairs – Nothing to report.
· Commerce & Community Affairs – Alderman Chernowsky asked the council to consider letting Music & Merchants Event have bands until 11:00 pm on 09/12/26.  And shutting down the street at 10 am.
· Public Safety – Nothing to report.
· Library – Nothing to report.
· Cemetery – Alderman Lantz advised that the cemetery is finally registered with the state.  The GPR survey was very interesting and ended up with approximately 300 graves that were unmarked out of around 1000 interments.  And they are currently working on making a map.
· Liquor – Mayor reported that all liquor licenses have been paid and distributed.
· Judi Harlan spoke regarding 3 properties with zoning and nuisance issues and the need to restructure how the zoning board is working to be compliant with state statute.
VI. New Business
· City Manager Fritz advised the council there will be a 17% increase in health insurance, but there will be fewer families insured this year, so the price will remain about the same as last year.
· Discussion was had on Resolution 02-2026R – A Resolution Authorizing Roadway Naming and Address Designation Within the City of Athens, Menard County, Illinois.  This would allow Menard County 911 to assign addresses, but the City would still retain some say in naming city streets.
· Discussion was had on Resolution 03-2026R – A Resolution in Support of The Illinois America 250 Commemoration.  This resolution shows support for America’s 250 years.
· Discussion was had on Resolution 04-2026R – A Resolution in Support of Municipal Housing Authority.  This resolution shows support that Municipalities retain the right to create zoning laws that will be best for their communities.
· Alderman Chernowsky asked about a property on Oak Grove Drive that had some possible zoning issues regarding a driveway.  Discussion was had that the driveway was put in prior to any zoning laws being written.
· Mayor Reichert passed around the current quarterly Animal Control Report to be viewed by each council member.
VII. Old Business
· Mayor Reichert asked if there were any questions from the budget workshop that was held on 04/02/26 before a vote was taken on budget and appropriation ordinances on Monday.  No questions asked.
· Mayor Reichert advised he would like to appoint Jarrod Rempel to the open Ward 2 seat, and for it to be voted on at the Monday meeting.
IX. Public Comments
· No public comment
X. Executive Session – 5 ILCS 120/2 (c)1
·  The committee went into executive session at 6:39 pm 
· Executive Session was adjourned at 7:00 pm
XI. Adjournment
·  Meeting was adjourned at 7:01 pm





