City of Athens
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Date: October 9, 2025
Time: 7:00 PM
Location: Athens City Hall

I. Call to Order
The meeting was to called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Chris Reichert.
II. Roll Call
Present: 
· Mayor Chris Reichert
· Alderman Amy Chernowsky
· Alderman Kevin Puma 
· Alderman Rachel Lantz
· Alderman Kyra Leinberger
· Alderman Rhonda Ethell
Also Present: 
· City Manager Derrick Fritz
· Chief of Police Ben Harmening
· City Attorney Jon Hoblit
· City Clerk Cheyenne Bluett
III. Introduction of Visitors
· Joseph Powell addressed the council about getting speed bumps placed on Rainbow Drive. A petition signed by concerned homeowners was presented. Chief Harmening will put a speed trailer on the road to get a better idea on when the speeding occurs and officers can patrol them. 
· Ellen Perry, representative of the Menard Country DAR, gives updates on how the cemetery veteran headstone cleaning project is going. 
IV. Department Reports
· Police Report: Chief Harmening gave the police report for September. 
· Public Works Report: City Manager Derrick Fritz gave the public works report for September.
· Treasurer Report: City Manager Derrick Fritz gave the public works report for September.
· Office Manager Report: Monica Brumm gave the office manager report for September.
· Library Report: Moved to Monday.
V. Committee Reports
· Public Works: Nothing to report.
· Internal Affairs: Nothing to report.
· Commerce & Community Reports: Nothing to report. 
· Public Safety: Nothing to report.
· Library: Nothing to report.
· Cemetery: Report given by Alderman Lantz—Benches for former alderman are in, we need to choose a dedication date. Alderman Lantz is working on a grant for up to $20,000 for cemetery restoration. Also getting a quote about sonar technology in ground to work on mapping the bodies we have buried, hoping to get done before winter. 
· Liquor: Nothing to report.
VI. New Business
A. Mayor Reichert would like us to revisit existing ordinances on vacant & abandoned properties.  
B. Mayor Reichert wants a Strategic Planning meeting for the committee to plan the ways our town can improve. 
VII. Old Business
· Attorney Jon Hoblitt gave report on current city violations court updates.
IX. Public Comment
· There was a discussion about current vacant properties.
X. Adjournment
· The regular meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM by Mayor Chris Reichert.


