City of Athens
Council Meeting
Date: 11/17/25
Time: 7:00 PM
Location: Athens City Hall

I. Call to Order
The meeting was to called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Chris Reichert.
II. Roll Call
Present: 
· Mayor Chris Reichert
· Alderman Amy Chernowsky
· Alderman Kevin Puma 
· Alderman Rachel Lantz
· Alderman Rhona Ethell
· Alderman Kyra Leinberger

Also Present:
· Chief of Police Ben Harmening
· City Attorney John Hoblit
· City Clerk Cheyenne Bluett
Absent:
· City Manager Derrick Fritz


III. Pledge of Allegiance
· Everyone participated in the Pledge of Allegiance.
IV. Topics of Discussion
A. Mayor Chris Riechert gave information pertaining to extending the water line into Jefferies Road. It will cost at least $100,000, would the council be willing to offset some of it? Alderman Lantz suggested that we should find out more information before going forward—such as if other households are interested in being added onto the water service, how long it would take to make the money back, how much they expect us to contribute, etc. 
B. Mayor Chris Riechert opened the floor to suggestions for a new Ward 2 Alderman.
C. Discussion was had on the Athens Lions Club Sign on Route 29 and city being unable to insure since is not on City Property.
D. A discussion was had on the Illinois Funds Program.
V. Public Comment
· Dawn Ratcliff spoke during public comment.
VI. Consent Agenda
· A motion was made by Alderman Lantz and seconded by Alderman Leinberger to approve the consent agenda. Motion was roll called all present in favor voted aye. Motion passed.
VII. Old Business
· A motion was made by Alderman Ethell and seconded by Alderman Puma to approve a donation for $250 to pay for a photographer for Christmas Tree Lighting at the Library. Motion was roll called all present in favor voted aye. Motion passed.
· A motion was made by Alderman Chernowsky and seconded by Alderman Lantz to approve a donation of $2500 each to Lion’s Club Toys for Angels and Toys for Tots. Motion was roll called all present in favor voted aye. Motion passed.
· A motion was made by Alderman Lantz and seconded by Alderman Leinberger to vote on Ordinance #08-2025 An Ordinance Regulating Speed Limit. Motion was roll called all present in favor voted aye. Motion passed.
· A motion was made by Alderman Chernowsky and seconded by Alderman Puma to vote on Resolution #2025-05R A Resolution on Approving the Content of Certain Executive Session Meeting Minutes. Motion was roll called all present in favor voted aye. Motion passed.
· A motion was made by Alderman Chernowsky and seconded by Alderman Lantz to vote on Ordinance #09-2025 Change 2026 Meeting Times from 7:00PM to 6:00PM. Motion was roll called all present in favor voted aye. Motion passed.
· A motion was made by Alderman Lantz and seconded by Alderman Ethell to vote on allowing the Toy Swap to take place at City Hall. Motion was roll called all present in favor voted aye. Motion passed.
· A motion was made by Alderman Puma and seconded by Alderman Leinberger to vote on the water tower and clear well cleaning. Motion was roll called all present in favor voted aye. Motion passed.
· A motion was made by Alderman Chernowsky and seconded by Alderman Lantz to vote on amending the Ordinance #09-2025 Number 1—changing the 5PM to 6PM. Motion was roll called all present in favor voted aye. Motion passed.
IX. Adjournment
· The council meeting was adjourned at 7:24 PM by Mayor Chris Riechert.



